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Name:  ______________________________________________
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A two-day timely update on

Landslides in 

Washington

March 2 & 3, 2017
Seattle, Washington

Renaissance Seattle Hotel

Credits:   9.75 WA CLE | 9.75 AICP (pending) (call about others)

•   Bricklin Newman LLP

•   Corrie Yackulic Law 
Firm PLLC

•   Department of Natural 
Resources

•   Earth Systems Institute

•   Harrigan Leyh Farmer & 
Thomsen LLP

•   Law Offices of Karen A. 
Willie PLLC

•   Miller Nash Graham & 
Dunn PC

•   Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP

•   Seattle Times

•   Stratum Group

•   University of Washington

•   Van Ness Feldman LLP

•   Washington Forest Law Center

Featuring Speakers From:

Litigation, science, legal and policy developments

Quick when/where:   8:30 a.m., 515 Madison St.

Live webcast and 

replays available!
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Washington's steep terrain and hillsides are naturally prone to landslides and it is well established that human activity, including 
forest practices, road-building, and development, have the potential in certain places to increase the risk. Changing precipitation 
patterns due to climate change can also have an impact.
In March 2014, a glacial deep-seated landslide struck the Steelhead Haven community near Oso, Washington, killing 43 people. 
Among our chief goals for the 2017 Landslide Conference is to understand as much as possible about the Oso landslide. We are 
honored that Dr. David Montgomery, a world-respected geomorphologist at the University of Washington and who participated in 
the GEER research team on site, will join us to provide an objective technical assessment of the landslide.
Our Conference also seeks to shed light on how the civil trial played out. How did the parties obtain and work with their expert 
witnesses to develop their theories of the case? What constraints did civil tort and governmental liability place on the parties as 
they proceeded to prosecute and defend their cases? And, what led to the historic million-dollar fine levied against the Washington 
Attorney General’s office for discovery violations? 
We also provide a top-notch faculty to explore the ways in which experts can use high-tech tools to screen for potentially danger-
ous landforms and we confront the difficult decisions regulators must make to evaluate risks and probabilities. And, we are pleased 
to have our newly elected Lands Commissioner, Hilary Franz, share her vision for how Washington DNR will develop its landslide 
screening and avoidance policies.
The 2017 Landslide Conference is going to be informative, exciting, and interesting. Lawyers, scientists, and experts from all "sides" 
are coming together to better-understand what we did right, what we did wrong, and what we could do better to protect the public 
and the environment from future landslides. 
Please join us!
~ Program Co-Chairs: David A. Bricklin, Esq. of Bricklin Newman LLP 
and Peter Goldman, Esq. of Washington Forest Law Center and Duncan E. Manville, Esq. of Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP

Thursday, March 02, 2017

About the Conference

Landslides in Washington Conference

8:00 Registration Opens

8:30 Introduction & Overview

David A. Bricklin, Esq., Program Co-Chair 
Bricklin Newman LLP ~ Seattle, WA

Peter Goldman, Esq., Program Co-Chair 
Director and Managing Attorney 

Washington Forest Law Center ~ Seattle, WA

Duncan E. Manville, Esq., Program Co-Chair 
Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP ~ Seattle, WA

8:45 The Current Best Available Science for Identifying 
Problematic Landforms

Technical tools for remote assessment: Case study of using GIS 
to screen timber sales for WFLC to assess potential landslide 
cases with LIDAR, Slopestab, and Hazzone using databases 
available to the public

Kara A. Whittaker, Ph.D., Senior Scientist and Policy Analyst 
Washington Forest Law Center ~ Seattle, WA

The inherent uncertainty in using statistical tools for using the 
data to develop policies: How should policy makers approach and 
communicate the inherent uncertainty in the data in assessing the 
risk?

Dan P. McShane, Engineering Geologist 
Stratum Group ~ Bellingham, WA

10:30 Break

10:45 Landslide Litigation: The Legal Theories and Strategies

Duncan E. Manville, Esq., Program Co-Chair 

11:15 Special Address on the Oso Landslide

What happened and have lessons really been learned?

David Montgomery, Professor, Earth and Space Sciences 
University of Washington ~ Seattle, WA

12:00 Lunch (on your own)

1:15 Oso as a Litigation Case Study: Theories, Evidence, and 
Arguments

Plaintiff and defense theories, evidence, and arguments: How the 
issues played out from the parties’ perspective

David A. Bricklin, Esq., Program Co-Chair, Moderator 

Corrie J. Yackulic, Esq. 
Corrie Yackulic Law Firm PLLC ~ Seattle, WA

Karen A. Willie, Esq. 
Law Offices of Karen A. Willie PLLC ~ Seattle, WA

Timothy George Leyh, Esq. 
Harrigan Leyh Farmer & Thomsen LLP ~ Seattle, WA

Elaine L. Spencer, Esq. 
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn PC ~ Seattle, WA

3:15 Break

3:30 Oso as a Public Relations Case Study

Big events as a springboard for gaining broader support for envi-
ronmental protections; potential for follow up legislative action

Peter Goldman, Esq., Program Co-Chair 

Lessons with respect to how government needs to comport itself 
when communicating with the public

David N. Bruce, Esq. 
Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP ~ Seattle, WA

Tips for handling PR from a news reporting perspective

Hal Bernton, Reporter 
Seattle Times ~ Seattle, WA

5:00 Continue the Exchange of Ideas: Reception for Faculty 
and Attendees

Sponsored by Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP

What previous 
attendees have said:

“One of the better ones I’ve had; 
getting the science in there was 

really beneficial.”

“Great interaction of lawyers and 
practitioners on important topics.”

Live webcast and 

replays available!



8:30 Risk Assessment Looking Forward

Changing precipitation patterns, receding glaciers and other 
potentially dangerous landforms: What changes need to be made 
to substantive regulations after Oso?

Dan Miller, Ph.D. 
Earth Systems Institute ~ Seattle, WA

9:15 Special Address: Reducing Risk of Landslides in the 
Forested Environment

A policy maker’s view of the primary substantive issues

The Hon. Hilary Franz, Commissioner of Public Lands 
Department of Natural Resources ~ Olympia, WA

10:00 Break

10:15 Regulatory Takings Issues

Reasonable use exceptions; processes for showing that a specific 
proposed use is safe; tips for developers seeking project approval 
on the urban fringe

Duncan M. Greene, Esq. 
Van Ness Feldman LLP ~ Seattle, WA

11:00 Ethical Duties for Lawyers Working with Expert 
Witnesses

Post-op on the ethical issues in the Oso case: Expert witness prac-
tice; spoliation issues; tips for how to avoid similar problems

David N. Bruce, Esq. 
Savitt Bruce & Willey LLP ~ Seattle, WA

12:00 Evaluations and Adjourn

Regular tuition for in per-
son or webcast attendance for this 
program is $795 with a group rate 
of $595 each for two or more regis-
trants from the same firm. For gov-
ernment employees, we offer a spe-
cial rate of $530. For students, people 
in their job for less than a year, and 
public interest NGO's, our rate is 
$397.50. All rates include admis-
sion to all seminar sessions, food and 
beverages at breaks, and all course 
materials. Materials will be available 
for download and review a few days 
before the seminar. Make checks pay-
able to Law Seminars International. 
Financial aid is available to those 
who qualify. Contact our office for 
more information.

Friday, March 03, 2017 Landslides in Washington Conference

To Register:

Call us at:  206-567-4490
Fax the registration form to us at:  
 206-567-5058
Email us at:   
 registrar@lawseminars.com
Online:  www.lawseminars.com
Mail the registration form on the 
 front page.
Walk-ins are welcome, subject to  
 space availability.
Registration is complete when  
we receive payment or agree to  
later payment.

Tuition: Substitution & Cancellation:
You may substitute another person at 
any time. We will refund tuition, less 
a $50 cancellation fee, if we receive 
your cancellation by 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, February 24, 2017. After 
that time, we will credit your tuition 
toward attendance at another program 
or the purchase of a webcast or audio 
replay.

Live credits: This program quali-
fies for 9.75 Washington CLE credits 
and 9.75 AICP planner credits. Upon 
request, we will apply for, or help 
you apply for, CLE credits in other 
states and other types of credits.

Continuing Education Credits:

The confer-
ence will be held at the Renaissance 
Seattle Hotel at 515 Madison St. 
in Seattle, WA 98104. Please visit: 
www.renaissanceseattle.com and use 
the code: K6Y to receive the catering 
discount. At this time, that reduced 
rate is $186.

Seminar Location:

Webcast and audio replays, with 
course materials, are available for 
$795. The course materials alone are 
available for $100. Replays will be 
available within two weeks after the 
seminar or from the date we receive 
payment.

Time Shift Your Content:

Registration & Other Conference Information

Related Seminars & Webcast Replays:

See more at www.lawseminars.com

Public Records & 
Meetings Litigation

Climate Change in the West

SEPA & NEPA

Tribal NRD Assessments

Growth Management Act

Environmental Due Diligence

Seattle, WA

Seattle, WA

Seattle, WA

Seattle, WA 

Seattle, WA

Seattle, WA

 March 31, 2017

February 16-17, 2017

 January 13, 2017

December 16, 2016

November 14-15, 2016

May 16, 2016

 

 

 

Easy Ways to Register

Online: www.lawseminars.com

Phone: (206) 567-4490

General Webcast Info
•  High quality audio & video
•  View slide decks like you 

were in the room
•  Works on any platform, any 

device

Live Webcasts
•  Participate from anywhere
•  Includes the ability to ask 

questions
•  Qualifies for live credits in 

most states

Video Replays
•  Allow you to time-shift 

your content
•  The streaming version has 

navigation tools and search 
capabilities that allow you 
to quickly find the portions 
most important to you

•  The Vodcast option allows 
you to make effective use of 
in-flight plane time



David A. Bricklin, Program 
Co-Chair, partner, Bricklin & 
Newman LLP, has extensive litiga-
tion experience representing environ-
mental groups, individuals, munici-
palities, and Tribes in a wide variety 
of environmental, land use, and con-
demnation matters.

Peter Goldman, Program 
Co-Chair, is Director and Managing 
Attorney, Washington Forest Law 
Center. Previously he was a Senior 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in 
the Appellate Division of the King 
County Prosecutor’s office.

Duncan E. Manville, Program 
Co-Chair, Of Counsel, Savitt Bruce 
& Willey LLP, has broad experience 
handling complex civil litigation 
matters. Before joining Savitt Bruce 
& Willey, Duncan was a partner at 
Riddell Williams and a principal at 
Rafel Manville.

Hal Bernton is a reporter for The 
Seattle Times where he has been 
involved in regional, military and 
investigative reporting. Previously he 
worked for The Oregonian and The 
Anchorage Daily News, where he 
was part of a team that won the 1989 
Pulitzer Prize for Public Service.

David N. Bruce established Savitt 
Bruce & Willey LLP with Jim Savitt 
in 1999. He has 30 years of litigat-
ing in the public sector and in pri-
vate practice including as Assistant 
City Attorney for the City of Seattle, 
in the Civil Division, and before that 
as Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for 
King County.

The Hon. Hilary Franz is 
Commissioner of Public Lands for 
Washington State. As a private prac-
tice attorney, Franz specialized in 
land use and environmental law. She 
served as a City Council member for 
the City of Bainbridge Island and 
Executive Director of Futurewise.

Duncan M. Greene is a partner at 
Van Ness Feldman LLP. He assists 
private and public clients in a wide 
range of land development and real 
property issues and provides strate-
gic advice in planning and permitting 
large, complex projects in the energy, 
transportation, and natural resource 
sectors.

Timothy G. Leyh is Managing 
Partner of Harrigan Leyh Farmer 
& Thomsen LLP.  He currently is 
leading a team of the firm’s law-
yers defending Snohomish County 
in claims arising from the Oso 
Landslide. The case is pending in the 
Washington Supreme Court.

Dan McShane is a senior geologist 
and the founder of Stratum Group 
and manages it’s geologic and envi-
ronmental projects. A licensed engi-
neering geologist, he has extensive 
subsurface soil and groundwater 
investigation and cleanup experience 
from small-scale projects to multi-
million dollar Superfund Sites.

Dan Miller, Ph.D. is a 
Geomorphologist with Earth Systems 
Institute. He has dedicated over two 
decades to landscape dynamics with 
M2 Environmental Services and ESI.

David R. Montgomery is a 
Professor of Earth and Space 
Sciences at the University of 
Washington. A recipient of the 
MacArthur Fellowship, his pub-
lished work includes studies of the 
role of topsoil in human civilization, 
the evolution and near-extirpation of 
salmon, geomorphological processes 
in mountain drainage basins, the evo-
lution of mountain ranges, and the 
use of digital topography.

Elaine L. Spencer is a shareholder 
at Miller Nash Graham & Dunn PC. 
She is a leader in defending the for-
est industry and has a broad range of 
trial experience in land use and nat-
ural resource issues for a variety of 
clients.

Kara A. Whittaker is Senior 
Scientist and Policy Analyst at the 
Washington Forest Law Center. She 
performs spatial and technical anal-
yses on topics ranging from endan-
gered species management to forest 
certification and geomorphology in 
support of legal cases and environ-
mental policymaking.

Karen A. Willie, Law Offices of 
Karen A. Willie PLLC, concentrates 
her practice on water law, includ-
ing landslides, floods, dams, drain-
age problems, riparian rights, sewage 
back-ups, wetlands, development and 
storm water.

Corrie J. Yackulic, Corrie 
Yackulic Law Firm PLLC, is noted 
for taking complex cases to trial. Her 
abilities have yielded results for her 
clients totaling in the tens of millions 
of dollars.

To Register:

Mail 
800 Fifth Ave., Suite 101 

Seattle, WA 98104

Phone 
(206) 567-4490

Fax 
(206) 567-5058

Email 
registrar@lawseminars.com

Online
www.lawseminars.com

©2017 Law Seminars International

Faculty: Landslides in Washington Conference March 2 & 3, 2017
Seattle, Washington

Renaissance Seattle Hotel
515 Madison St.
(206) 583-0300

Attorneys, environmental, land 
use and real estate professionals, 
agency officials and landowners

Who Should Attend:

•   The current best available 
science for identifying 
problematic Landforms

•   David Montgomery: Special 
technical address on the Oso 
Landslide

•   Overview of legal theories 
and strategies for landslide 
litigation

•   Oso as a litigation case study: 
How the issues played out from 
the parties' perspectives

•   Oso as a public relations case 
study

•   Landslide risk assessment 
looking forward

•   Hilary Franz: Special policy 
address on reducing risk in the 
forested environment

•   Regulatory takings issues

•   Ethical duties for lawyers 
working with expert witnesses

You Will Learn About:
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